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This is the third article in a four-part series about IBM® Rational® Software Analyzer
and its related capabilities in Rational Application Developer and Rational Software
Architect. It walks you through the process of creating your own custom rules and
Rule Sets and using other advanced capabilities that extend Java code review.
Rational Software Analyzer encourages and simplifies the process of automated
code quality improvements. It was initially designed as an APl and user interface to
create and integrate static analysis tools into other Rational products, such as
Rational Application Developer and Rational Software Architect. It has evolved into a
complete, standalone offering that enables software developers to easily use
automated code review and structural analysis in their daily development process.

In Part 1 of this four-part series of articles, we examined static analysis from a high
level and introduced the common user interface for analysis available in IBM®
Rational® Software Analyzer (also in the Rational® Software Architect and
Rational® Application Developer) and the process of creating an analysis
configuration by selecting providers, categories and rules. We also discussed the
results view that shows the outcome of the static analysis, as well as some of the
basic reporting capabilities built into the software.

In Part 2, you learned how to write rules to extend the current Java code review Rule
Set. The Rational Software Analyzer analysis framework (referred to in code as
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r sar ) includes several extension points and a complete API for adding new forms of
analysis and new rules, but more importantly for this purpose, it also supplies a fully
functional analysis provider to perform automated code reviews for Java source
code.

The rule that you created in the Part 2 is fairly uncomplicated, but it ignores many
capabilities because of its simplicity. This article describes some of the more
advanced features of rule creation. It describes how to add a severity indicator and
generic rule variables that enable users to add configurable parameters. It also
explains detail provider tools that allow rule authors to provide more detailed
information about a rule, such as examples and solutions.

This and the previous article describe enough of the framework for you to
understand and write any rule that you need.

Creating user Help for rules

After you have finished building your rule, you need to tell the user why it exists and
how to fix the problems that it reports. You do this by adding an entry to the Eclipse
Help system to show code examples that cause the rule to react, along with
solutions. Adding this kind of rule help is actually a relatively simple task if you follow
these basic steps:

1. Create a Help document by using an HTML editor.

2. Adda hel p="mnmy_hel p_i d" tag to your rule extension.

3.  Create or update your plug-in's help.xml file to add a Help context for your
rule.

When creating a Help document, take the easy route. For consistency, it is best to
make the Help for your rule look the same as the Help for other rules. The best way
to do this is to clone the HTML file from one of the rules included with Rational
Software Analyzer.

1. By convention, create a folder in your plug-in named r ul ei nf o and put
your HTML file inside of that, as Listing 1 shows.
Listing 1 is an example of the Help code for a rule in Rational Software Analyzer.
Listing 1. Example of HTML code for Help

<I DOCTYPE HTM. PUBLIC "-//WBC//DTD HTM. 4.0//EN'>
<l--
IR R R RS SRR SRR RS R EE SR RS SRR SRR ERREEEEEREEEEREEEEEEEREEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESE]
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Li censed Materials - Property of |BM
(C Copyright I1BM Corp. 2006. All Rights Reserved

US Governnent Users Restricted Rights - Use, duplication or disclosure
restricted by GSA ADP Schedul e Contract wi th | BM Corp

*
*
*
*
*
Rk S S R R S S R o R o R O R S S R R S o kR kO ko

*
*
*
*
*
*

-->

<htm xm ns="http://ww.w3. org/ 1999/ xhtm "

xm ns: xm ="http://ww. ong. org/ XM "

xm ns: xsi ="http://ww. w3. org/ 2001/ XM_Schena- i nst ance" >
<head>

<met a HTTP- EQUI V=" Cont ent - Type"

CONTENT="t ext/ htm ; charset =i so- 8859- 1" ></ net a>

<link rel ="styl esheet" type="text/css" href="../rul einfo.css" >
</ head>

<body>

<span cl ass="Text">

<tabl e border="0">

<tr><td><span cl ass="SubHeader " >Exanpl e</ span></td></tr>

<tr><td>
<t abl e bgcol or ="#F7F8F9" border="1">
<tr><td>
<gpan cl ass="JavaKeywor d" >package</ span> def aul t; <br>
<br >

<span cl ass=

ndent " ></ span><span cl ass="Javadoc" >/ **<br>

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span> *Javadoc<br>

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></span> */<br></span>

<span cl ass=

ndent " ></ span><span cl ass="JavaConmment">/* <br>

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>*Non- Javadoc<br >

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>*/ <br ></ span>

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>

<span cl ass="JavaKeywor d">public cl ass</span> Cl assA {<br>
<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>

<span cl ass="JavaKeywor d" >publ i c</ span> d assA () { <br>
<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>} <br >

<gpan cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>} <br >

<br >

</[td></tr>
</t abl e>

</[td></tr>
</t abl e>

<br >
<t abl e border="0">
<tr><td>
<span cl ass="SubHeader " >Sol uti on</span></td></tr>
<tr><td>
Pl ace the non-Javadoc in a proper spot, preferably inside the
bgdy of the declaration
<pr >

<t abl e bgcol or="#F7F8F9" border="1">

<tr><td>

<gpan cl ass="JavaKeywor d" >package</ span> def aul t; <br>
<br>

<span cl ass=

ndent " ></ span><span cl ass="Javadoc" >/ **<br >

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span> * Javadoc<br >

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span> */ <br ></ span>

<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>
<span cl ass="JavaKeywor d">public cl ass</span> C assA {<br>
<span cl ass=

"i ndent 2
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"></ span><span cl ass="JavaConment ">/ *<br >

<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>* Non- Javadoc<br >

<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>*/ <br ></ span>

<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>

<span cl ass="JavaKeyword">public </span> Cd assA () { <br>

<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>} <br >
<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>}
</td></tr>
</tabl e>
</td></tr>
</ tabl e>
</ span>
</ body>
</htm >

Notice that this rule example references the cascading style sheet file named
rul ei nfo. css. To simplify the HTML in your rule Help, you will probably want one
of these CSS files in your ruleinfo folder, as well. It looks like Listing 2.

Listing 2. Rulelnfo cascading style sheet (ruleinfo.css)

A link
{ color: #000099; text-decoration: underline; font-size: 1l1lpx; font-famly: tahoma }
A active
{ color:d#000099; text-decoration: underline; font-size: 1lpx; font-famly: tahoma }
Avisite
{ ﬁolor: #000099; text-decoration: underline; font-size: 1l1px; font-famly: tahoma }
A: hover
{ color: #000099; text-decoration: underline; font-size: 1lpx; font-famly: tahoma }
. Text
{fon}-fanily: tahoma; font-size: 11px; color: bl ack}
.talic
{font-fam|ly: tahomm; font-size: 1llpx; font-style: italic}
. Strong
{font-fam|ly: tahomm; font-size: 11px; font-weight: bold}
. Header
{font-fanmily: tahomm; font-size: 16px; color: black; font-weight: bold; }
. SubHeader
{fogt-fanily: tahoma; font-size: 11px; color: black; font-weight: bold; }
. Code
{font-famly: tahoma; font-size: 11lpx
color: black; font-weight: bold; background: #F7F8F9; }
. JavaType
{font-famly: tahoma; font-size: 11lpx; color: black; font-weight: bold; }
. JavaKeywor d
{font-famly: tahoma; font-size: 11px; color: #7F0055; font-weight: bold; }
. JavaConst
{font-family: tahoma; font-size: 11lpx; color: #2A00FF; font-weight: bold; }
. JavaConment
{font-fam ly: tahomm; font-size: 11lpx; color: #3F7F5F }
.Xm Definition {font-fam |y: tahoma; font-size: 11px; col or: bl ack;
text-decoration: italic }
.indent {padding-left: 10px;}
.indent2 {padding-left: 30px;}
.indent3 {padding-left: 50px;}
.indent4 {padding-left: 70px;}

2. The next step required to add Help your rules is to create unique Help IDs
for them. After you decide on your IDs, you can add a Help attribute to
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your rule. For example:

<anal ysi sRul e
cat egor y="anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es"
cl ass="com i bm rsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. Rul eFi nal i zer Super "
hel p="com i bm rsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. fi nal Super"”
i d="coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl e. fi nal Super"
| abel =" Avoi d finalize() nmethods that call only super">
</ anal ysi sRul e>

3.  Finally, you need to associate this ID with a Help context. Do this by
creating or updating the help.xml file for your plug-in.

Listing 3 is an example of a simple help.xml file.
Listing 3. Simple help.xml file

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="UTF- 8" ?>
<?ecl i pse version="3.0"?>
<cont ext s>
<context id="exanples" title="Exanples">
<description>This category contains exanple rules for Java code revi ew.
</ descri ption>
</ cont ext >
<context id="final Super"” title="Avoid finalize() nethods that call only super">
<description>Providing finalize() nethods that call only super is a waste of tine
</ descri pti on>
<topic href=
".\rul ei nfo\ exanpl es\fi nal super. htm " | abel ="Exanpl es and Sol uti ons"/>
</ cont ext >
</ cont ext s>

There a few of noteworthy features in this file.

» First, notice that the first context describes a category. Yes, categories
can have Help too, and it is implemented the same way: by using a Help
attribute in the extension.

» Second, notice that all Help context IDs are named relative to the plug-in.
This is why the ID in the help.xml file is f i nal super, but the fully
qualified name is used in the rule definition.

» Finally, ensure that the topic includes a relative path to the HTML file that
will be displayed when the user clicks the link on the top-level Help page
(Examples and Solutions in this case).

The HTML Help file for this example here is shown in Listing 4. Notice that, in this
case, the only solution is to remove the fi nali ze() method; therefore, no
solution example code is included. However, most rules will include a corrected code
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fragment to show the solution.
Listing 4. HTML Help file

<! DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//WBC//DTD HTM. 4.0//EN'>
<l--

ibm.com/developerWorks

R I S S S O S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S O S S O

* Licensed Materials - Property of |BM
* (C) Copyright IBM Corp. 2006. All Rights Reserved.
*

* US Governnent Users Restricted Rights - Use, duplication or disclosure
* restricted by GSA ADP Schedul e Contract with | BM Cor p.

ESE S I S S S S O S S S S O S S S S O L

-->
<htm xm ns="http://ww.w3. org/ 1999/ xhtm "

xm ns: xm ="http://ww. ong. org/ XM "

xm ns: xsi ="http://ww. w3. or g/ 2001/ XM_Schema- i nst ance" >
<head>

<meta HITP- EQUI V=" Cont ent - Type"

CONTENT="t ext/ htm ; charset =1 so-8859- 1" ></ net a>

<link rel ="styl esheet™

type="text/css" href="../rul einfo.css" >

</ head>

<body>

<span cl ass="Text">

<t abl e border="0">

<t r><t d><span cl ass=

" SubHeader " >Exanpl e</ span></td></tr>

<tr><td>

<t abl e bgcol or ="#F7F8F9" border="1">

<tr><td>
<span cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>
<span cl ass="JavaKeywor d">public cl ass</span> C assA {<br>
<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>
<span cl ass="JavaKeywor d">publi c</span> finalize() { <br>
<span cl ass="i ndent 3" ></ span>super.finalize(); <br>
<span cl ass="i ndent 2" ></ span>} <br >
<gpan cl ass="i ndent " ></ span>} <br >
<pr >

</ftd></tr>
</t abl e>

</td></tr></tabl e></span>

<br >
<span cl ass="Text">
<tabl e border="0">
<tr><td>
<span cl ass=
" SubHeader " >Sol ut i on</ span></td></tr>
<tr><td>
Rermove the superfluous finalize nethod
</[td></tr>
</tabl e>
</ span>
</ body>
</htm >

There is one final step needed to enable context-sensitive Help for your rule. You
need to link the help.xml file to the Eclipse engine through an extension point. Add

the following to your plugin.xml file:
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<ext ensi on

nanme="Cont ext - Sensi ti ve Hel p"
poi nt ="org. ecl i pse. hel p. cont ext s" >

<cont exts

file="hel p.xm"/>

</ ext ensi on>

Tip:

Don't forget to export the ruleinfo folder and the help.xml file with your plug-in. Open
the plugin.xml file and select the Build tab, and then select these resources in the Ul
(user interface).

When your Help is completed and correctly integrated, the user will be able to use
the F1 key to display it in either the Analysis Configuration dialog or in the analysis
results view (Figure 1).

Figure 1. Analysis results view

= Rational Software Analyzer @

Create, manage, and run configurations o D5 sl H |0
Select & rarge of inputs fram the scope tab snd 8t |least one ruls froen the e tab bo creste
an analysis configuration. = Escamiple
pubdlic class Classd {
= pulblic finalze) {
® [yanme: | M _configurataon super_Finalize]);
Eype Filter best & r
_ 4 Seope || Rubes ¥
= [ies Rational Softwal
= ety | st v/
Solution
Analysis Domains and Rules Reemove the superfluous finalkze
mathod
* [ Declaration [0755] e
= LI Examples [0]1]

= [ 1= Garbage Collaction [0/2] »
Properties
Ll
Smmiy:
Severe
w
£ 3 l Aoply ” Revert | Go To
Fiter matched 2 of 2 ibem

[[1 £ Avoid finakzal) methods that cal only super
# [ Exceptions (0271
# [ Finslizers (O8]

All Topies % Saanch
Redated Topics <l Bookmarks
B Index

Indicating rule severity
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The Rational Software Analyzer configuration dialog provides a reserved area to
allow users to display and change any properties associated with the rule. In
addition to any custom details defined by the rule author, this property panel
provides a drop-down list so that the user can change the default severity for the
rule, as shown in Figure 2. The value of this property controls the icon associated
with the rule and its results, to indicate importance. There are three basic modes of
severity:

¢ recommendation
e warning
* severe

You can use these levels to indicate to the user how important it is to address the
results produced. It is not mandatory to use them, but you should specify a default
severity for any rules that you create. This will help guide the user when results are
reported for your rules (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Severity drop-down menu to change the severity of arule
=[] (** Examples [0/1]
[ Bl Avoid finakize() methods that cal
#[] (2% Exceptions [0f27]

+[](= Finalizers [0/6] =
" >
Properties
o
Severity:
Warning b
Recormmendation s

Severe

Use the wizard in Eclipse to edit the anal ysi sRul e and set the severity field by
using the drop-down list:

* 0 =recommendation

e 1 =warning
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e 2 =severe

This code snippet shows the resulting XML text:

<anal ysi sRul e
cat egory="anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es"
cl ass="com i bm rsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. Rul eFi nal i zer Super "
hel p="com i bm rsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. fi nal Super"
i d="coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl e. fi nal Super"
| abel =" Avoi d finalize() nethods that call only super"
severity="2">

</ anal ysi sRul e>

Including generic analysis element parameters

There will be situations when you will need to allow the user to store custom data for
a rule, category, or provider (analysis elements). The analysis rule APl enables you
to create custom variables and present them on the Properties tab when the
analysis element is selected.

1. Use the Eclipse extension editor to add a new anal ysi sPar anet er, as
shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3. Adding a new parameter
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All Extensions | = Extension
i
Define extensions For this plug-in in the following section, Set the pri
| type Filker text | id*:
label*:
=-4= com.ibm.rsaz.analysis.core. analysisCategory
R @ Exarmples (analysisCategory) Edit category™:

[=-4= com.ibm.rsaz.analysis. core. analysisRule

s Ul 2vcid Finalizel) met
#-4= org.ecipse.help.contey

icon;:

r @ requiredDatacalleckor

Delete [¥] quickfix
[X] detaiPravider

ANl s=E AF A e
i Analyei=F ar ammerer
Paste 2r= Extension, . .
Reverk i it
Save

Externalize Strings...

Parameters are name (t est Par anet er in this example) and value (here: Hel | 0)
with this additional information (see Figure 4):

« The Label field contains the text that the user will see when viewing the
parameters field in the user interface (here: Test ).

* The Type field determines the data type for the value and is used to
provide the correct field editor, as well as field validation. Valid values for
this field are st ri ng ori nt eger.

» The Style field controls the type of Ul control used to display the
parameter. For example, data can be represented as standard text, a
combo box, or a check box.

Figure 4. Extension element details
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Extension Element Details

Set the properties of "analysisParameter"

name™: | testParameber

value®: | Hello

label: Test
Lvpe: string
sbyle: | combo

developerWorks®

W

b

If the style is a combo box, as previously in Figure 4, then its values must also be

added.

2. Add a new conboVal ue extension to the anal ysi sPar anet er for each

value that you want to include in the list, as shown in Figure 5.

ComboValue extensions have only a value field that contains the text that

the user will see when the combo box is expanded.

Figure 5. Adding a comboValue extension
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All Extensions L=

Define extensions For this plug-in in the Following section.
| type filter text

= L= com.lbm.rsaz. analysis.core.analysisCategory Add...
[X] Examples (analysisCategory)
== gam.ibm.rsaz.analysis.core.analysisRule
= LEJ Avoid finalize) methods that call only super (analysisRul

il Test (analysjra————i—
Xl _ Bl combovalue
[

+ 4= grg.eclipse.help.con

Celete = Extension.. .

Cut
Copy

Rewerk
Save

Externalize Strings. ..

Now that you know how to add custom data parameters to a rule extension, you're
ready to learn how to use those values in your code.

3. To access a rule parameter in your rule's anal yze() method, you can
use the following code fragment:

/| Extract required paraneters
Anal ysi sParanmeter rv = this.getParaneter( "paraneterNanme" );
String value = rv. getVal ue();

Creating rule templates

As you begin writing rules, you will quickly realize that many rules are very similar.
For example, you may want rules that generate results when code extends various
Java™ classes. Given that the only fundamental difference between them is the
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name of the class, it would help to have a simple way to create a template for a
single rule that handles all cases. Fortunately, the analysis API provides a tool so
that you can do this.

By exploiting rule parameters, you can create simple, flexible templates for rules. If
you examine the Java code review rules, you will see several templates. Listing 5
shows a sample template that generates results for extending classes.

Listing 5. Template example

*| Licensed Materials - Property of |BM |
*| (C) Copyright |IBM Corp. 2005,2007. Al Rights Reserved. |
*| I
*| US Governnent Users Restricted Rights - Use, duplication or disclosure |
*| restricted by GSA ADP Schedul e Contract with | BM Corp. [

package comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. coderevi ew. j ava. rul es. base. t enpl at es;

import java.util.ArraylList;
import java.util.lterator;
import java.util.List;

i mport org.eclipse.jdt.core.dom ASTNode;
i mport org.eclipse.jdt.core.dom TypeDecl arati on;

i mport comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. coderevi ew. j ava. Abstract CodeRevi ewRul e;

i mport comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. CodeRevi ewResour ce;

i mport comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. coderevi ew. j ava. ast. ASTHel per;

i mport comibmrsaz. anal ysis. coderevi ew. java.rul efilter. SuperC assRul eFilter;
i mport comibmrsaz. anal ysis.core. history. Anal ysi sHi story;

public class Tenpl ate_Avoi d_Ext endi ng_C ass
ext ends Abstract CodeRevi ewRul e

{
private static final String CLASS = "CLASS"; //$NON-NLS-1$
private String cl assNane;
/**
* Analyze this rule
*
* @aramhistory A reference to the history record for this analysis
*/
public void anal yze(Anal ysi sHi story history, CodeRevi ewResource resource ) {
/1l Extract required vari abl es
cl assNanme = get Paraneter( CLASS ). get Val ue();
/l Cbtain a list of string literals
List list = resource. get TypedNodeLi st ( resource. get Resour ceConpUnit(),
ASTNode. TYPE_DECLARATI ON ) :
ASTHel per.satisfy( |ist, new SuperC assRul eFilter( classNane, true ) );
for( Iterator it = list.iterator(); it.hasNext(); ) {
TypeDecl aration td = (TypeDecl aration)it.next();
resour ce. gener at eResul t sFor ASTNode( this, history.getH storyld(),
t d. get Supercl assType() );
}
}
}
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Notice that the code uses a rule parameter called CLASS and uses its value to
check the superclass. The extension of an anal ysi sRul e using this template looks
like this code:

<anal ysi sRul e
cat egory="coder evi ew. j ava. cat egory. excepti ons"
class="comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. tenpl at es. Tenpl at e_Avoi d_Ext endi ng_Cl ass"
i d="coderevi ew. j ava. rul es. excepti ons. Rul eExcept i onsExt endError"
| abel =" 9% abel . t enpl at e. avoi d. ext endi ng. cl ass"
severity="0"
<anal ysi sPar anet er nane="CLASS" val ue="java.lang. Error" />
</ anal ysi sRul e>

Notice the anal ysi sPar anet er line, which defines the CLASS parameter and
assigns a value, j ava. | ang. Err or, to it. Because this parameter does not have a
label, it will not appear in the rule's Properties tab. This is how invisible parameters
are created.

The other notable line in this test is the class definition, which points to the template
class, rather than one that you might create.

Writing custom rules

Templates can also be exploited by the end user to define new rules without writing
any code. If you have previously defined a rule class that can be used as a template,
you can use the anal ysi sRul eTenpl at e extension point to expose it to the end
user. Consider the extension example in Listing 6.

Listing 6. Extension example

<ext ensi on
poi nt ="com i bm rsaz. anal ysi s. core. anal ysi sRul eTenpl at e" >
<rul eTenpl at e
provi der =" coder evi ew. j ava. anal ysi sProvi der"
class="comibmrsaz. anal ysi s. tenpl at es. Tenpl at e_Avoi d_Ext endi ng_Cl ass"
i d=" coderevi ew. java.tenpl ates. Tenpl at e_Avoi d_Ext endi ng_C ass"
| abel =" Avoi d ext endi ng <CLASS>">
<r ul ePar anet er
| abel ="Cl ass Nanme: "
description="Enter a qualified C ass Nane"
nane=" CLASS"
style="text"
type="string"/>
</rul eTenpl at e>
</ ext ensi on>

This example creates a new rule template that allows the user to define new rules to
report and code that extends a given class. It uses a rule parameter to declare and
describe a field where the user can type a qualified class name.

As described in Part 1 of this series, any rule templates that you define will appear in
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the New Rule wizard in Eclipse Preferences. To find these:

1. Select Window > Preferences from the main Eclipse menu

2. Then, in the Preferences tree, select Analysis > Custom Rules and
Categories.

Adding QuickFix support

Sometimes, the results of a rule are so easy to fix that you can provide a simple
repair procedure for the user. This article does not cover the intricacies of using Java
tools to manipulate a source file, but does discuss the basic interface requirements.
The anal ysi sRul e extension offers a qui ckf i x sub-extension point where you
can place the unique identifier for your QuickFix, as in this example:

<anal ysi sRul e
cat egor y="anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es"
cl ass="com i bm RSAR. coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es. Rul eFi nal i zeSuper"
i con="anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es"
i d="coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl e. fi nal Super"
| abel =" Avoi d finalize() nmethods that call only super"
severity="2">
<qui ckfix id=
"com i bmrsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. qui ckfi x. Fi xFi nal Super" />
</ anal ysi sRul e>

Note:

If violations of your rule can be resolved in more than one way, you can place more
than one qui ckfi x extension in the rule definition. In the results view, each quick
fix that you specify will appear in the result drop-down menu.

A QuickFix is, of course, an extension point available from the analysis API. To
define a new one, use the anal ysi sRul eQui ckFi x extension point. This
extension requires that you define a unique ID, a class to implement the QuickFix,
and a label. After it is defined, it will resemble this plugin.xml file fragment:

<ext ensi on
poi nt ="com i bm rsaz. anal ysi s. core. anal ysi sRul eQui ckFi x" >
<anal ysi sRul eQui ckFi x
cl ass="com i bm rsar. coderevi ew. j ava. exanpl es. qui ckfi x. Fi xFi nal Super"
| abel =" 9% abel . stringLiteral.quickfix"
id=
' com i bm RSAR coder evi ew. j ava. exanpl es. qui ckfi x. Fi xFi nal Super "/>

The label field in this extension is optional. If you omit this value, the analysis
framework will automatically set the QuickFix label to "QuickFix." The only time that
you actually need to specify a label is in cases where you have more than one
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QuickFix for the rule.

The qui ckfi x class that you implement must extend the

Abst ract Anal ysi sQui ckFi x class supplied by the API. Strictly speaking, this is
required only to implement a qui ckfi x() method that receives the analysis result
being fixed. Within this qui ckf i x method, you can use Java tools to perform any
required modifications. To assist with the implementation of the Java code review
QuickFix, the analysis API provides the JavaCodeRevi ewQui ckFi x base class.
This class does all of the heavy lifting needed to fix a problem, and you should
extend it.

The code in Listing 7 implements a simple QuickFix for one of the rules supplied with
Rational Software Analyzer:

Listing 7. QuickFix for one of the rules included with Rational Software
Analyzer

public class Rul eConpari sonRef erenceEqual i t yQui ckFi x ext ends
JavaCodeRevi ewQui ckFi x {

private static final String NOT = &quot; '&quot,, [/ $NON- NLS- 1$

private static final String CLOSE PAREN = &quot; )&quot;; //$NON-NLS-1$
private static final String EQUALS = &quot equals( &quot ;; //$NON- NLS- 1$
private |nfixExpression infixExpr = null;

public TextEdit fixCodeRevi ewResult ( ASTNode t heNode, | Docunent docToChange ) {

/] reset
i nfi xExpr = null;

i f (theNode i nstanceof |nfixExpression) {
i nfi xExpr = (InfixExpression)theNode;
}

if(infixExpr !'= null) {
ASTNode encl osi ngC ass = this. getEncl osi ngd ass(i nfi xExpr);
AST ast = encl osi ngCl ass. get AST() ;
ASTRewrite rewiter = ASTRewite.create( ast );

Expression left = infixExpr.getLeftOperand();
Expression right = infixExpr.getR ght Operand();
Operator op = infixExpr.getQperator();

StringBuffer replaceString = new StringBuffer(left.toString());
repl aceStri ng. append( EQUALS) ;

repl aceString. append(right.toString());

repl aceStri ng. append( CLOSE_PAREN) ;

ASTNode net hodl nv = (Operator. NOT_EQUALS. equal s( op )) ?
rewiter.creat eStrl ngPl acehol der (NOT + replaceString.toString(),
ASTNode. METHCD_I NVOCATI ON)

rewiter.createStringPl acehol der (replaceString.toString(),
ASTNode. METHOD_| NVOCATI ON) ;

rewiter.replace(infixExpr, methodlnv, null);

TextEdit edits = new Mul ti TextEdit();
edits. addChild(rewiter.rewiteAST(docToChange, null));

return edits;
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return null;
}
/*
* Returns the ASTNode of type
TYPE_DECLARATI ON or ANONYMOUS CLASS DECLARATI ON

* that encloses the given node. _
* |t returns null if there is not enclosing node of those types
*/

private ASTNode get Encl osi ngCl ass( ASTNode node ) {
ASTNode current Node = node;

while ( currentNode != null &&

cur rent Node. get NodeType() != ASTNode. TYPE_DECLARATI ON &&

cur rent Node. get NodeType() != ASTNode. ANONYMOUS CLASS DECLARATION ) {
current Node = current Node. get Parent () ;

return current Node;

Adding Rule Set support

Suppose that you have created many rules of your own and have scattered them
over several different categories. If your rules fit into a particular theme (security, for
example) it may be desirable to allow the user to quickly select them without sifting
through the rule tree.

Fortunately, you can achieve this simply and without writing any code at all by using
the extension points provided by the static analysis framework. This is known as a
Rule Set. It can be implemented by adding anal ysi sRul eSet extensions to your
plugin.xml file, as in this example:

<ext ensi on
poi nt ="com i bm rsaz. anal ysi s. core. anal ysi sRul eSet " >
<anal ysi sRul eSet
i d="anal ysi s. coder evi ew. j ava. rul eset . qui ck"
| abel ="My Rule Set">
<anal ysi sRul eSet Rul e i d="coder evi ew. j ava. rul es. awt . Rul eAwt Peer "/ >
<anal ysi sRul eSet Rul e i d="coder evi ew. j ava. t hr eads. whi | esl eep"/ >
<anal ysi sRul eSet Cat egory i d="coderevi ew. j ava. j 2sebest practi ces. | oops"/>
</ anal ysi sRul eSet >
</ ext ensi on>

In this example, the defined Rule Set includes two separate rules and one entire
category. Notice that including a category will automatically include any of the rules
and categories that the category contains. The ID used in the

anal ysi sRul eSet Rul e and anal ysi sRul eSet Cat egory entries is the unique
identifier that was defined for the rules and categories, respectively.
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Rule Sets are additive. If you define two Rule Set extensions with the same ID, then
the Rule Set will include all defined elements of both extensions. In this case,
however, only one of the extensions should define a value for the label.

Rule Sets will appear in the Rules tab of the analysis input dialog. The user can
browse the known Rule Sets by using the drop-down list and selecting the desired
item (see Figure 6). When the Set button is clicked, all rules and categories in the
Rule Set will be selected in the rule tree.

Figure 6. Rule Sets under the Rules tab

e
Rule Sets: W i Sek

C++ Common Code Review e
Analysis Do Java Quick Code Review
plete Code Review

#[0] (5| Code Review for Java [1/502]
# ][5 dava Software Metrics [0/41]
[ ]2 UML Model Analysis [0/5]

Summary and what's next

This article covered the concepts of rule severity, custom rule parameters, and
creating rule templates. With this information and what Part 2 covered, you now
have enough knowledge to write your own rules.

In Part 4 of this series, we will dive much deeper into the analysis APl and use it to
create new analysis providers, custom categories, and result viewers.
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Resources

Learn

» Visit the Rational software area on developerWorks for technical resources and
best practices for Rational Software Delivery Platform products.

» Explore Rational computer-based, Web-based, and instructor-led online
courses. Hone your skills and learn more about Rational tools with these
courses, which range from introductory to advanced. The courses on this
catalog are available for purchase through computer-based training or
Web-based training. Additionally, some "Getting Started" courses are available
free of charge.

» Subscribe to the Rational Edge newsletter for articles on the concepts behind
effective software development.

» Subscribe to the IBM developerWorks newsletter, a weekly update on the best
of developerWorks tutorials, articles, downloads, community activities, webcasts
and events.

» Browse the technology bookstore for books on these and other technical topics.
Get products and technologies
» Download trial versions of IBM Rational software.

» Download these IBM product evaluation versions and get your hands on
application development tools and middleware products from DB2®, Lotus®,
Tivoli®, and WebSphere®.

Discuss
« Participate in the discussion forum for this content.

» Check out developerWorks blogs and get involved in the developerWorks
community.
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